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BROOMS NEWS
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND FRIENDS
21 October 2022

Half Term Holiday – Saturday 22 October 2022
Return to School—Monday 31 October 2022
Poppy Appeal starts week beginning Monday 31 October 2022
Childcare Provision mornings only – Please book
After School Clubs – Please book
Year 5 Swimming every Monday until Christmas Holidays

In the coming weeks we will be issuing parents with guidance from the Bishop Wilkinson Catholic
Education Trust on general expectations of parents/carers in and out of school, including social media
and online platforms. As a general rule of thumb, it is expected that any issues relating to your child and
school are reported to school staff so that they can be addressed through the appropriate channels.
This allows incidents to be investigated first hand by the relevant staff rather than situations escalating
outside of school. Thank you for your understanding in this matter.
I would like to make parents aware that Our Lady and St Joseph's and St Pius now have a joint
Governing board across the two schools. As members of the Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education
Trust, we will now have lots of new opportunities to work across the schools to strengthen provision.
Some of your children will have already met some staff and governors from St Pius, on visits to look at
RE and ICT. They were very impressed with the children and staff. They were made to feel welcome.
As I continue to work across both schools, I am mindful that some parents/carers will be contacting me
directly when I am unavailable or not on site. For this reason, if you need an urgent reply or to pass on
a message to staff by all means cc me into emails but it is safer to send to the
ourladystjoseph@durhamlearning.net
Statement to Live By
Our Statement to live by this week will be ‘I know we are happiest when we are united.’
Please make the opportunity to talk about this with your child. It will be the focus of Collective Worship
when we return after the holidays.
School Website
The School Website is currently in the process of being updated as part of Bishop Wilkinson Catholic
Education Trust. Newsletters will be given out tomorrow.
Apologies for any inconvenience. Thank you
Parents Afternoon
Thank you to the Parents/Carers who joined us for Parents Afternoon. It was lovely to be able to meet
with parents/carers to discuss your child’s progress. Thank you
Swimming
Year 5 will be swimming after half term. First lesson is Monday 31 October 2022. Please ensure your
child brings their swimming kit. Thank you

Poppy Appeal
The Poppies and other goods will be able to buy for a minimum donation of £1.00 from Monday 31
October 2022. Please try to support this very worthwhile charity. Thank you
Attendance
The DfE and Local Authority have issued new legislation around attendance and punctuality.
We would like to remind parents/carers that holidays in term time are marked as unauthorised absence
in line with school and local authority policy.
Any 7 days within 12-week rolling period will trigger a fixed penalty notice (i.e. fine).
If you or your child requires support in improving or maintaining attendance please contact school so
that we can offer support or refer to the relevant agencies.
We appreciate that for some children school can be overwhelming but we are here to help and support
children and families in any way we can.
After School Clubs
After half term the After School Clubs will be:
Monday – Board Games
Tuesday – Reading Club
Wednesday – Basketball
Thursday – Movie Club
The children are welcome to bring their own board games and reading books in to school if they wish,
however if anyone has any board games or DVDs (U Classified) they don’t use/want anymore, we
would be very grateful for any donations. Thank you
Please remember to book your child’s place either by telephone or email for all clubs and child
provision. Please note each session is at a cost of 50p. Please ensure payment is made promptly.
Class 2
Class 2 will be involved in a Nissan competition on the first day back to school. Mr Devanney, our IT
lead for both St Pius and Our Lady and St Joseph's, will be in the class to deliver this exciting project.
Watch this space. We will take plenty of photographs. Nissan have kindly donated the equipment
needed to take part in this.
Diary Dates
The next Newsletter (4 November) will contain all diary dates leading up to Christmas for your
information.
Flu Immunisations – Drop in Session
There will be a drop in session for flu immunisations on Friday 28 October 2022 between 10am and
3pm at the Louisa Centre, Stanley.
ATOMS Education
ATOMS Education are running a preschool sensory play session on a Tuesday morning at 10am for £4
per child and a Tuesday after school club at 3.30pm at £6 per child (including healthy snack). Both
sessions are heavily subsidised by projects they have ran over the summer and both are curriculum
linked and planned by experienced teachers. All of the details are on the attached flyers - a direct
booking link for parents/carers can be found on their website shop - www.atomseducation.co.uk/shop
Reminder - Cash into school
Please ensure that any cash (dinner money, school fund, childcare, after school clubs, uniform) that is
brought into school is clearly marked with:
 your child’s name
 amount
 what the money is for
 preferably in a money bag or envelope
 The cost of a school dinner has increased to £2.40 per day making this £12.00 per week. This
cost applies to Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 children only.

 If any child is currently on packed lunch but would like a school day at any time, please send the
money in to school on the morning. The menu is available to view on the school website,
under parent section and school dinners
 Please send payment into school on Monday/Tuesday morning each week and ensure that it is
in a sealed envelope with the child’s name on it. Where possible please send the correct
money No loose notes or coins please
 We are continuing with ‘All in Fridays’ if your child is currently on packed lunches but would
like a dinner on a Friday please send payment in to school on the morning. There is a payment
of £2.40 for Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 children.
Primary Admissions
You are now able to apply for a primary school place in County Durham for your child for September
2023. Parents/Carers can make their application for Primary School online by
visiting www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
An application form is also available to download for those are unable to access the online form.
All the information parents/carers need to be able to do this is available from the Council’s
website from 5 September 2022: www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
For
further
information
please
visit
www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
or
email:
schooladmissions@durham.gov.uk or telephone 03000 265896.
Reading Books
Class 1- children in Reception will today bring home a library book to share at and a book with no
words so they can practise their oral storytelling. They will also bring home some sound cards of the
sounds they have learnt this week to practise at home.
Mrs Jarvis has shared some short videos on Tapestry to help children practise their first five sounds.
Year 1 and 2 children will bring home a reading book linked to the Read Write Inc book they have read
this week in lessons.
Classes 2 and 3- All children have completed their Star Assessments this week and have their new
ZPD range, they will be bringing home a reading book within this range. Please remember that while we
encourage children to work incrementally through their ZPD range, children are also encouraged to
read books they will enjoy which are outside of this range, nothing is off limits!
School Fund
£11.9 0 has been received this week. Thank you
Bonus Ball
The cost is £1 per school week and any funds raised go towards School Fund. Please send the money
into school in an envelope with your name on and clearly marked Bonus Ball and your name.
No 39 – K Castling – 15.10.2022
Mrs Anderson
As Class 2 parents are aware, Mrs Anderson has been offered an exciting opportunity to take up a
secondment as a non- teaching Deputy Head, in another school, within our Multi Academy Trust. This
is a wonderful opportunity for her. Miss Hind will continue to support Class 2 on our return as we
appoint a full time teacher for the Year 3/4 class. Mrs Jarvis will step into the Assistant Headteacher
role and I know that you will continue to support us as we continue to strive for excellence in our lovely
school.
We wish Mrs Anderson every success and enjoyment in her new role!

