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BROOMS NEWS
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND FRIENDS
18 November 2022

Welcome Mass (First Holy Communion Children) – Saturday 19 November 2022 at 5.30pm
at Brooms Church
Youth Sunday – Sunday 20 November 2022
Mini Vinnies Assembly – Monday 21 November 2022
Drop in Sessions – Monday 21 November 2022 – 3.15-4.30pm
Holy Communion Session 1 – Tuesday 22 November 2022 – 3.30-4.30pm in School
Liturgy 2 Baptismal Renew - Saturday 26 November 2022 at 5.30pm Brooms Church
Reverse Advent Calendar Begins – Monday 28 November 2022
Holy Communion Session 2 – Tuesday 29 November 2022 – 3.30-4.30pm in School
Archery Day (in school) – Wednesday 30 November 2022
Wear Purple Friday (start of Advent) – Friday 2 December 2022
Christmas Fayre (in School Hall) – Friday 2 December 2022 at 2pm
Christmas Jumper Day – Thursday 8 December 2022
Whole School Pantomime Visit – Thursday 8 December 2022
KS1 Christmas Play – Tuesday 13 December 2022 – 4.15pm in School Hall
KS2 Christmas Play – Thursday 15 December 2022 – 4.15pm in Brooms Church
Celebration Assembly (Parents/Carers invited) – Friday 16 December 2022 (afternoon – time will be
confirmed nearer to date)
KS1 Christmas Party – Monday 19 December 2022
Class 2 Christmas Party – Monday 19 December 2022
Class 3 Christmas Party – Tuesday 20 December 2022
Christmas Lunch – Wednesday 21 December 2022
Christmas Holidays start Thursday 22 December 2022 at 3.20pm
Children return to school – Tuesday 10 January 2023
Childcare Provision mornings only – Please book
After School Clubs – Please book
Year 5 Swimming every Monday until Christmas Holidays

Just a reminder that parents and carers are expected to ring in or email each day of a
pupil's absence. If we do not receive a message, the absence is recorded as unauthorised.
We will follow up all unreported absences via telephone or email and if we are unable to
make contact with you we would need to refer this on to make sure you and your child are
safe and well. Thank you for your help.
In the coming weeks we will be issuing parents with guidance from the Bishop Wilkinson Catholic
Education Trust on general expectations of parents/carers in and out of school, including social media
and online platforms. As a general rule of thumb, it is expected that any issues relating to your child and
school are reported to school staff so that they can be addressed through the appropriate channels.

This allows incidents to be investigated first hand by the relevant staff rather than situations escalating
outside of school. Thank you for your understanding in this matter.
I would like to make parents aware that Our Lady and St Joseph's and St Pius now have a joint
Governing board across the two schools. As members of the Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education
Trust, we will now have lots of new opportunities to work across the schools to strengthen provision.
Some of your children will have already met some staff and governors from St Pius, on visits to look at
RE and ICT. They were very impressed with the children and staff. They were made to feel welcome.
As I continue to work across both schools, I am mindful that some parents/carers will be contacting me
directly when I am unavailable or not on site. For this reason, if you need an urgent reply or to pass on
a message to staff by all means cc me into emails but it is safer to send to the
ourladystjoseph@durhamlearning.net
Statement to Live By
Our Statement to live by this week will be ‘I try to think about the needs of all God’s family’
Please make the opportunity to talk about this with your child. It will be the focus of Collective Worship
next week.
First Holy Communion
Just a reminder to parents of First Communion children that the Welcoming Mass will take place this
Saturday at 5.30pm in Brooms Church. Please remember to collect name cards from Mrs Wilks
(Catechist) who will be at the back of church and then sit on a bench near the front with your child.
Please remember that the first preparation session is on Tuesday 22 November straight after
school. Please collect your child at 4.30pm. Thank you
Drop in Sessions
Following on from our open afternoon and recent feedback from individual parents/carers, we have
decided to host a drop in on Monday 21st November, when staff will be available to answer any
questions, provide information or support in any way. This could be information regarding curriculum,
homework, statutory tests or issues relating to individual pupils. Please feel free to drop in between
3.15p.m and 4.30p.m. We look forward to seeing you.
Christmas Lunch
Christmas Lunch will be available for all pupils on Wednesday 21 December 2022. If your child
currently has a packed lunch but would like Christmas Lunch please notify school and send the money
in (£2.40). Thank you
Christmas Charities/ Reverse Advent Calendar
As in previous years, it has been decided once again, to collect items for ‘Reverse Advent Calendar.’
The Reverse Advent Calendar is a simple way to make a big difference to your local and wider
community. It is also a great way to share the true spirit of giving this Christmas.
During Advent rather than sending in money donations with a Christmas card, we ask for items from the
list below to be brought into school. We will be donating hampers to the following:
SVP (St Vincent de Paul)
Local Foodbank/Local Community
Suggested items:
Toiletries (deodorant, body wash, hand wash, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, baby
wipes)
Diaries
Gloves, socks, hats, scarfs
Books, toys, craft items suitable for Christmas (Christmas crackers)
Tinned foods
Pasta Sauces, dried rice, pasta, noodles, biscuits, Christmas Cake, Mince Pies, Crisps, Snacks
Item donations can be brought in from Monday 28 November 2022. Please do your best to support
these invaluable charities.
Please state clearly if your items are for the Reverse Advent Calendar - Thank you

Christmas Fayre
We are requesting donations to be sent in to school for the Christmas Fayre.
We urgently need tombola prizes, raffle prizes, hot dogs, bottles (can be bubble bath/sauces/drinks (if
alcoholic be handed in straight to office).
This year we will be drawing the raffle at the end of term rather than at the fayre, so there will plenty of
time to buy tickets. We will invite parents/carers to our celebration assembly at the end of term and the
raffle will be drawn then.
We would like to be able to make up hampers containing pamper products, arts and crafts, chocolate
and sweets. Items for these hampers can be sent in to school as soon as possible.
If anyone has links to local businesses willing to donate a prize, we would be very grateful. We can
provide a headed letter requesting support and a thank you letter from the children. Thank you
Please state clearly Reverse Advent Calendar or Tombola/Raffle Donations
Christmas Toy Appeal
We are also a collection point for the biggest ever Christmas Toy Appeal. Any donations should be
sent into school before the 5th December 2022.
As always if anyone needs any support with food or gifts over the Christmas Season please contact
school confidentially and we will be able to help.
Christmas Jumpers
We are appealing for any spare/unwanted Christmas jumpers. We intend to, (hopefully!), have a rail of
Christmas jumpers for some of the children to choose from.
The children will be able to wear their Christmas jumpers on: Pantomime Visit/Christmas Jumper Day,
Christmas Performance, Christmas Lunch and Christmas Party.
We will be very grateful for any donations. Thank you
Reminder - Christmas Performances
Parents/Carers will have received a text this week to consult on our school nativity timings. We are
proposing that the plays are at the new time of 4.15pm, so that we are able to accommodate all
parents/carers. As yet we have not received any objections to this new time but we will confirm the
change in time next week. We are hoping that all children will be collected at home time, taken home to
have a light snack, change into their costume and return to church or school by 4pm. Doors will open at
approximately 4pm for children and parents/carers to take their seats. This will give staff time to get set
up and ready to start for 4.15pm. This is not a ticketed event but we would ask families to be mindful of
the space/seating available in both venues. We will also have a collection on the day for a worthy
cause. We will consult with the School Council on their chosen charity.
Costumes for KS1 Christmas play will be provided by school.
The children in KS2 will receive information regarding the costume they need, within the next week or
so.
Please note there will be no After School Clubs on Tuesday 13th and Thursday 15th December,
please contact school if you require child care.
National Youth Day/Children in Need/Anti-Bullying Week
The children had a lovely day, celebrating in many ways. We have taken part in a nationwide live liturgy
this morning for National Youth Day and we have come to the end of anti-bully week also! The theme of
‘Reach Out’ really resonated with us all. The children have explored this theme throughout the week in
their classes.
We’ve had some lovely, fun, colourful, crazy hair styles today, children and staff alike!
Reminder - Behaviour Policy
The Behaviour Policy is now available to view on our school website: www.ourladyandstjosephs.com
Please take the time to read this.

Reminder - Outdoor Learning
As part of our continued programme of improving playtimes, we are now looking for den building
resources for pupils to set up in the school playground. We would ask for any donations of crates,
plastic boxes, tarpaulin, heavy-duty pegs, camouflage fabrics, tyres (no exposed wires or very worn),
bamboo sticks, old clothes horses etc. Anything you would be able to donate would be gratefully
appreciated. Thank you
Reminder – Attendance
The DfE and Local Authority have issued new legislation around attendance and punctuality.
We would like to remind parents/carers that holidays in term time are marked as unauthorised absence
in line with school and local authority policy.
Any 7 days within 12-week rolling period will trigger a fixed penalty notice (i.e. fine).
If you or your child requires support in improving or maintaining attendance please contact school so
that we can offer support or refer to the relevant agencies.
We appreciate that for some children school can be overwhelming but we are here to help and support
children and families in any way we can.
Reading Books
Class 1- children in Reception will today bring home a library book to share at and a book with no
words so they can practise their oral storytelling. They will also bring home some sound cards of the
sounds they have learnt this week to practise at home.
Mrs Jarvis has shared some short videos on Tapestry to help children practise their first five sounds.
Year 1 and 2 children will bring home a reading book linked to the Read Write Inc book they have read
this week in lessons.
Classes 2 and 3- All children have completed their Star Assessments this week and have their new
ZPD range, they will be bringing home a reading book within this range. Please remember that while we
encourage children to work incrementally through their ZPD range, children are also encouraged to
read books they will enjoy which are outside of this range, nothing is off limits!
Accelerated Reader
The total number of words: 1,466,554
Well done to everyone who is spending time reading their books to contribute to this total.
Recommended Reads for November
EYFS
KS1

Lower KS1

Upper KS2

Reminder - Cash into school
Please ensure that any cash (dinner money, school fund, childcare, after school clubs, uniform) that is
brought into school is clearly marked with:
 your child’s name
 amount
 what the money is for
 preferably in a money bag or envelope
 The cost of a school dinner has increased to £2.40 per day making this £12.00 per week. This
cost applies to Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 children only.
 If any child is currently on packed lunch but would like a school day at any time, please send the
money in to school on the morning. The menu is available to view on the school website,
under parent section and school dinners

 Please send payment into school on Monday/Tuesday morning each week and ensure that it is
in a sealed envelope with the child’s name on it. Where possible please send the correct
money No loose notes or coins please
 We are continuing with ‘All in Fridays’ if your child is currently on packed lunches but would
like a dinner on a Friday please send payment in to school on the morning. There is a payment
of £2.40 for Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 children.
School Fund
£14.80 has been received this week. Thank you
Bonus Ball
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